Paper Guidelines: Elit 17

Making Connections!

Option #1 Traditional Analytical Paper
Write a 3-4 page analysis essay (approximately 250 words per page) comparing or contrasting an aspect (theme, symbol, metaphor, character, language, setting, etc.) of two or more of the plays read for class.

Example Topics:
1) Examine the theme of appearance vs. reality in two of the plays.

2) Compare the use of animal imagery in two plays.
3) Contrast two powerful women in two plays.
4) Analyze role playing and theater in the comedies.
5) Apply the comic convention of moving the play to a pastoral setting to two or more plays and analyze its purpose.
 Organization:

1) An introductory paragraph, which includes an introduction to the subject matter and the thesis statement.

2) Multiple body paragraphs with  lots of detail that directly support the thesis. Each paragraph has development and analysis.

3) A conclusion that does not begin a new idea or subject.

Option #2 Write a Play
Write an abbreviated comedy or drama in a Shakespearean style.(5-10 pages) Be totally creative but use the conventions of comedy (ends in wedding/play, pastoral setting, mistaken identity, etc.) and/or tragedy (noble protagonist, tragic flaw, catharthis, ends in death). Give a page description of your choices and interpretations.

Option #3 Write a Sonnet Series

Write a series of 5-6 Sonnets that each employ iambic pentameter and follow conventions of Shakespearean Sonneteering (couplet ends with a twist). Write each sonnet to be individual but can also group with the other sonnets to create a full story. Write a page description of your choices and interpretations.

 Paper Format: All papers must be typed, double spaced, on 8.5 x 11 white paper, with one inch margins, and a reasonable size font (about a 12, similar to this size paper). This is an MLA (Modern Language Association) style essay, and therefore should have your name, course name, and date on the top left hand corner of the first page, and the title centered. Please staple your paper in the top left hand corner, and no folders or covers.

Formal Essay Specifications:
· Avoid ambiguous language (thing), slang (stuff), and conversational words (Well, I think….

· No grammatical errors (Do your best and use helpful tools)

· Literature is written and discussed in the present tense (Hamlet speaks to the ghost).

· When quoting lines from plays in the context of your paper, use MLA style parenthetical reference. (Act, Scene, line) “….”(4.2.23-25)

· When writing about literature, assume the audience has read the work. Do not retell the story.

**** Bring two copies of your paper on the date it is due for peer editing.

